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Mettika.

Heaping up merit under former Buddhas, she was born
during the time of Siddhattha,1 the Exalted One, in a
burgess's family, and worshipped at his shrine by offering
there a jewelled girdle. After many births in heaven and
on earth, through the merit thereof, she became, in this
Buddha-dispensation, the child of an eminent brahmin at
Eajagaha. In other respects her case is like the preceding
one, save that it was another hill corresponding to Vulture's
Peak up which she climbed.2

She, too, reflecting on what she had won, said in exulta-
tion:

Though I be suffering and weak, and all
My youthful spring be gone, yet have I come,
Leaning upon my staff, and clomb aloft
The mountain peak.    (29)

My cloak thrown off,
My little bowl o'erturned: so sit I here
Upon the rock.    And o'er my spirit sweeps
The breath3 of Liberty !    I win, I win
The Triple Lore!   The Buddha's will is done ! (30)

1 One of the (later elaborated) twenty-four Buddhas.

s Bajgir (the ancient burg) is surrounded by some seven hills. See
Cunningham's Archaeological Survey, iii., PI. xli.

3 Lit., *Now is my heart (or mind) set free!' For lovers of the
mountain, the ' great air* and the sense of spiritual freedom will be
tightly bound up. The age of the two climbers throws into relief the
arduousness of their spiritual ascent.